Speed Networking
with STEM Professionals
Thursday, May 20th 2021
Online Platform: Remo

1

Agenda
5:45 - 6:00PM

Panelist Introductions

6:00 - 7:15PM

Speed Networking

7:15PM - 7:30PM

Optional Networking

2

TABLE OF CONTENTS:
Science Communication

6-7

Science Policy

7-8

Clinical roles in Pharma/Biotech

9-10

Research in Pharma/Biotech

11-12

Academic roles

13

Business Development/Entrepreneurship

14-15

Project/Program/Alliance Management

16-17

Consulting

18

Data Science

19-20

Patent Law

21-22

3

Medical Science Liaison

23-24

Field Application Scientist

25-26

4

Tahmeena C. Godin is a senior medical writer at Merck. She has a BA from Smith College
in Northampton, MA, with a major in Biochemistry and received her PhD in Biochemistry from
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, MA. She started her career in medical
writing after completing a postdoctoral fellowship in infectious diseases at Boston Children's
Hospital/Harvard Medical School. She has over 5 years of experience as a regulatory
medical writer, working across therapeutic areas in rare diseases, oncology, infectious
diseases, and vaccines. As a medical writer, she authors and manages teams working on a
wide range of documents including regulatory submissions, protocols, clinical study reports,
and investigator brochures. In addition to her project-related work, she has experience in
various initiatives at Merck, such as coaching and mentoring, focused authoring approaches,
meeting management, and streamlining complex regulatory documents.
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Rebecca Fuoco is the Science Communications Officer at the Green Science Policy
Institute in Berkeley, California. She leads the Institute's efforts to get important research on
harmful chemicals covered by the press and in the hands of decision-makers. Rebecca
previously worked as a communications strategist for nonprofit organizations and academic
research centers in the health and environmental fields. She holds a B.S. in environmental
science from Cornell University and an M.P.H. degree from UC Berkeley, where she was a
Center for Health Leadership Fellow.
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Abigail Regitsky works on Breakthrough Energy’s U.S. Policy and Advocacy team,
where she helps implement Breakthrough Energy’s climate policy priorities, focusing on
industrial and building decarbonization, and provides cross-team technical expertise for
related technologies and policies. Breakthrough Energy is a network of entities and initiatives,
including investment funds, nonprofit and philanthropic programs, and policy efforts, founded
by Bill Gates to scale the technologies needed to achieve net-zero emissions by 2050.
Prior to joining Breakthrough Energy, Abigail worked on Capitol Hill, most recently as
professional staff for the House Select Committee on the Climate Crisis. Her work focused on
climate change mitigation, primarily developing policy recommendations for the industrial and
manufacturing sector, buildings, and clean energy innovation. Previously, Abigail was a
AAAS/APS Congressional Science Fellow for Senator Tina Smith, where she helped develop
and introduce the Senator's Clean Energy Standard Act of 2019, among other energy and
environment work.
Before working on the Hill, Abigail earned a PhD in materials science and engineering from
MIT, where her research tried to better understand biomineralization for future applications in
sustainable materials processing.
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Kelly Singel, PhD, (she/her) is a Health Science Policy Analyst at the National Institutes
of Health (NIH). She works to capture, communicate, and enhance the value of NIH
research through stewardship activities including strategic planning, evaluation, and
reporting. Her portfolio focuses on implementing mandates specific to the NIH in the 21st
Century Cures Act of 2016 and the Foundations for Evidence-Based Policymaking Act of
2018. In this role, Dr. Singel prioritizes communicating the impact of NIH research on
science, health, and society to NIH’s stakeholders, the American people.
Dr. Singel received her PhD in Microbiology and Immunology, with a focus in Tumor
Immunology, from the University at Buffalo and Roswell Park Comprehensive Cancer Center.
She received her bachelor’s degree in Neuroscience and Anthropology, with a minor in
Chemistry, from the University of Pittsburgh. To facilitate her transition from academia to
government, Dr. Singel was a Christine Mirzayan Science & Technology Policy Graduate
Fellow at the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine in 2018, and a
AAAS Science & Technology Policy Fellow at the NIH from 2019-2020.
In her personal capacity, Dr. Singel serves on the Steering Committee for the DC Society of
Health Policy Young Professionals and has become an avid birder during the pandemic!
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Meg Duncan, MD, PhD is a Global Medical Director at Vertex Pharmaceuticals. In her
current role, she leads the Medical Affairs activities for multiple marketed medicines. Her
responsibilities include global strategy, lifecycle management, medical monitoring, and global
representation on cross-functional workstreams. Throughout her time at Vertex, Meg has led
successful product launches and label expansions. Prior to Vertex, Meg worked in multiple
roles in Medical Affairs at Alkermes. Meg received her MD and PhD (in pharmacology) from
the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill School of Medicine.
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Dr. Christine Palmer currently serves as the Director of the Clinical Immunology group
at Gritstone Oncology where her team performs immune monitoring assays on patient
samples from ongoing and upcoming phase 1 & 2 clinical trials for therapeutic cancer
vaccines and prophylactic vaccines against infectious disease, including SARS-CoV-2. She
has a dual citizenship of Germany and the UK and was raised in a bilingual family. After
completing high school in Germany, she moved to the UK and studied Biological Sciences at
Oxford University. After receiving her bachelor’s degree from Oxford, she moved to London,
and worked as a technician at the Kennedy Institute of Rheumatology, Imperial College
London for one year before starting her PhD in Immunology in the same laboratory at
Imperial. She then completed two postdoctoral positions, one at University College London
studying macrophages and inflammation in Crohn’s Disease, and the second at Harvard
Medical School & Boston Children’s Hospital investigating immune responses to bacterial
infections and to vaccine adjuvants. Following her time at BCH, she took a position as
Research Specialist at the Ragon Institute of MGH, MIT & Harvard studying T cell immunity
in chronic and acute HIV infection, HIV positive individuals undergoing chemotherapy
treatments, as well as immune activation in HIV negative high-risk cohorts. After six years in
the US, she moved back to London for an eight-month sabbatical, during which she worked
at the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine investigating immune responses and
microbiome composition in ocular Chlamydia infection in patients from The Gambia. She then
moved back to the US and joined a startup biotech company called Gritstone Oncology as a
Senior Scientist in the Immunology group. Dr. Palmer’s academic research into a variety of
facets of immunology has been published in a wide range of journals in the field, including
Blood, The Journal of Immunology, and Science Translational Medicine.
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Dr. Jaya Goyal is leading preclinical safety, toxicology, bioanalytical, DMPK, clinical
pharmacology and biomarker activities to support the preclinical and clinical development of
nucleic acid-based therapeutics at Wave Life Sciences, Cambridge Massachusetts. The
group is responsible for the creation of integrated preclinical development strategies that
defines "safe use conditions” and selection of "clinical dose/regimen” based
upon pharmacokinetic, pharmacodynamic and safety profiles to facilitate seamless transition
of candidates from therapeutic discovery to clinical development. Her team is also
responsible for clinical biomarker strategies and translational medicine approaches for patient
stratification and personalized medicine. Prior to joining Wave Life Sci. in 2017, Jaya was at
Biogen for 16 years, where, in her most recent role as Senior Director, she was a member of
cross-functional innovation hub, Value Based Medicine (VBM), focused on improving
decision making and clinical care for Multiple Sclerosis (MS) patients. Jaya received her
Ph.D. degree in Biochemistry from Central Drug Research Institute, India in 1993 and did her
post-doctoral training at the Rush Presbyterian St. Luke’s Medical Center, Chicago and New
England Medical Center, Boston.
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Dr. Kiana Aran is the Co-Founder and Chief Scientific Officer at Cardea Bio, an
Assistant Professor of Medical Diagnostics and Therapeutics at Keck Graduate
Institute, a member of the Claremont Colleges, and a visiting Assistant Professor at
the University of California Berkeley. Dr. Aran also serves as a Consultant of Drug
Delivery and Medical Diagnostics for the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. She received her
undergraduate degree in electrical engineering from the City University of New York in 2007
and her Ph.D. in biomedical engineering from Rutgers University in 2012. She then continued
her postdoctoral studies in bioengineering at the University of California Berkeley and was a
recipient of the National Institutes of Health (NIH) postdoctoral training fellowship at the Buck
Institute for Aging Research in 2015. Her research efforts focus on designing
novel biosensing platforms, using 2D nanomaterials, for early disease diagnosis as well as
utilizing biology as tech elements for a variety of biosensing applications. In addition to
biosensing, she combines various engineering modules to develop tools to better understand
the process of aging. Dr. Aran’s scientific vision is to explore the utility of nano-electronic
systems to develop transformative and customizable platforms for multiomics applications
and commercialization of these platform. Her efforts have been recently recognized by many
awards in science and STEM including the Clinical OMICs 10 under 40 Award and the
Athena Pinnacle Award. Dr. Aran was also the recipient of the NSF Career Award to develop
the next generation of electronic sensors.
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Laura Frawley, Ph.D. has a multifaceted role in Brain and Cognitive Sciences at
Massachusetts Institute of Technology that includes lecturer, course coordinator, teaching
lab supervisor, and MITx Course Development Specialist. At MIT, she oversees four courses:
Introduction to Neuroscience, Psychological Sciences, System Neuroscience Laboratory, and
Experimental Molecular Neuroscience. Laura received her B.A. in Biological Sciences from
Connecticut College in 2010, and her Ph.D. in Biology at MIT in 2018. She is a Goldwater
Scholar and NSF Graduate Research Fellowship Program Fellow and has been the recipient
of MIT’s Teresa Keng Graduate Teaching Prize and MIT’s School of Science Infinite Mile
Award.
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Jessie Marron started working at Johnson & Johnson in 2017 through the Global
Operations Leadership Development Program, a 2.5-year rotational journey, in the United
States. She joined the program as a Procurement Category Associate, where she led end-toend procurement processes for the enterprise Agencies category. Jessie’s second and third
rotation exposed her to Janssen’s Global Quality Control team as a Project Manager and
Ethicon’s Customer Service team as a Supervisor. In 2020, she joined the ASPAC
Procurement team on an international assignment supporting the Global Strategic Insights
category from Singapore. Today, Jessie supports Johnson & Johnson’s Family of Companies
as the Marketing Procurement Lead for the Australia & New Zealand markets; she is excited
for her relocation to Sydney once international borders reopen.
Jessie graduated from Clarkson University with a Bachelor of Science in Engineering &
Management and from Singapore Management University with a Master’s in Business
Administration. Jessie has a keen interest in understanding the latest trends in emerging
technology, digital disruption, business strategy, and supplier solutions. In her free time, she
enjoys playing beach volleyball, running, hiking, painting, and traveling to new places.
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Elizabeth Wu is the cofounder of Scismic, a tech platform built by scientists to propel
innovation by helping companies grow diverse scientific teams. Its talent matching
capabilities promote inclusion and address inefficiencies in scientific hiring. During her time
as a life scientist, Elizabeth witnessed the challenges researchers face in finding a role that
fits their professional skills. Leveraging her experience in creating personal and professional
development programs for community groups, she co founded Scismic to address these
challenges. Elizabeth holds a Masters in Management with focus on entrepreneurship from
Harvard Extension School and a BS in Biology from University of Rochester.
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Dr. Ruth Reitzel, PhD, PMP spent most of her career in R&D developing antimicrobial
medical devices. After multiple years in the lab and several career discussions with her
mentor, Ruth changed direction moving toward the business side of science and project
management. She continued in device R&D as a project manager moving multiple projects
from concept and development, through preclinical testing, clinical trials, FDA submission,
and into the clinic. About a year ago, Ruth again changed career direction and accepted a
position as the Project Lead for the Lifetime Surveillance of Astronaut Health contracting for
NASA. (https://www.nasa.gov/feature/lifetime-surveillance-of-astronaut-health-lsah). In this
role Ruth manages multiple projects in a multidisciplinary collaborative environment that
works to keep astronauts healthy during long-term spaceflight.
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Lynnelle Pittet is currently Senior Director, Alliance and Program Management at Wave
Life Sciences, where she is responsible for leading and developing the Alliance
Management function. She is the alliance manager for Wave’s collaborations with Takeda
(neurological diseases) and Asuragen (Companion Diagnostic for Huntington’s Disease).
Lynnelle is passionate about working with others to develop novel drugs and treatments for
patients.
Previously, Lynnelle worked at Cerulean Pharma as Director of Program and Alliance
Management, Epizyme as Senior Manager of Alliance and Program Management, and
Selecta Biosciences as a Senior Scientist. In addition, Lynnelle taught at Simmons College,
Harvard University, and Montana State University.
Lynnelle has a PhD in Veterinary Molecular Biology (now Microbiology and Immunology)
from Montana State University, a MBA from Simmons College, and a BA in Biology (minor in
Chemistry) from Whitman College. She completed her postdoctoral fellowship at Harvard
School of Public Health and Boston University School of Medicine. Lynnelle achieved
Certified Strategic Alliance Professional (CSAP) certification in 2019. Lynnelle has been an
active AWIS member since 2007. She has participated in the MASS AWIS mentoring
program as both a mentee and a mentor. She was co-chair of the MASS AWIS Events
Committee in 2010 and Vice President of the chapter in 2011.
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Yesim has a BS in Chemistry from Bogazici University and an MS in Cancer Biology from
Drexel University. She is currently working as an Analyst at Emergent BioSolutions. She is
an active member of the Women In Bio and Healthcare Businesswomen’s Association. Her
personal interests include traveling, hiking and writing short stories & poetry.

18

Mihir Metkar is a Computational Scientist at Moderna Therapeutics. At Moderna, he
leads the mRNA sequence design team, and collaborates with the Data Science and
Molecular Biology team on developing strategies for improving mRNA design with the goal of
creating mRNA medicines for a wide range of diseases and conditions.
Prior to Moderna, Mihir got his PhD in Biomedical Sciences at the RNA Therapeutics Institute
at UMass Medical School, where he worked on elucidating the rules for mRNA compaction
and 3D structure using biochemical and bioinformatics methods.
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Svetlana Vinogradova is a Lead Data Scientist at InsideTracker, working with the Data
Science team to integrate blood biomarkers and DNA data with physiological data from
activity trackers to improve lifestyle recommendations and discover new patterns and optimal
zones in sleep, heart rate, and blood biomarkers.
Prior to InsideTracker, Svetlana got her PhD in Bioinformatics and Mathematical Biology from
Lomonosov Moscow State University and then completed a Postdoctoral training at Harvard
Medical School and Dana-Farber Cancer Institute, where she worked as a bioinformatician
developing statistical methods to study epigenetic mechanisms affecting gene expression. In
addition to being a researcher and data scientist, Svetlana is an aspiring marathon runner
and Boston marathon qualifier.
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Lydia received my Ph.D. in Analytical Chemistry from the University of Utah. After she did a
post-doc at the Pacific Northwest National Laboratory, she transitioned into law, got a J.D.
from University of Texas Austin, and has worked at various law firms. For the past eight
years, Lydia has worked as a Patent Attorney at Canon U.S.A., developing and managing
an intellectual property portfolio for new biomedical optical imaging and medical robotics
technologies.
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Dr. Sowmya Subramanian currently works as patent agent at Choate, Hall & Stewart LLP
where she assists in the prosecution of patent applications and IP litigation matters. She also
works closely with property attorneys to advise clients of their IP strategy and patent portfolio
management. Sowmya is recognized to represent clients of Choate, Hall & Stewart LLP in
patent matters before the USPTO.
Prior to joining Choate, Sowmya worked as a Science Writer at a science education firm,
where she drafted and reviewed scripts and storyboards for educational videos addressing
complex concepts in the fields of electrical engineering, bioMEMS, biomedical engineering,
bioengineering, nanotechnology, biological sciences, and chemistry.
While working on her PhD from the University of Maryland, Sowmya designed and developed
an integrated medical device for real-time bacterial biofilm detection and treatment using Labon-a-Chip technology. During her master’s program, she developed a carbon nanotube fieldeffect transistor (CNTFET) biosensor for pico-gram level genetic detection of Escherichia coli
in food samples.
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Richik Nilay Mukherjee, PhD, is an oncology Medical science liaison for Sanofi
Genzyme. He joined Sanofi in January, 2021 and has been supporting Sanofi’s immuno
oncology pipeline and approved products for solid tumors in the Mid-Atlantic territory. Prior to
joining Sanofi, Richik worked as a Scientific Innovation Officer in Conagen, and managed
studies in the pre-clinical and clinical research area revolving around breast cancer
therapeutics.
Richik received his Master of Science in Biotechnology from India and Ph.D. in Molecular and
Cellular Life Sciences from the University of Wyoming. Outside of work, Richik is an
enthusiast of fitness, outdoor activities, cooking and socializing. Richik is passionate about
mentoring graduate students to transition to the pharmaceutical industry.
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Stella McCaughey, PhD is Director of Medical Affairs Operations at Alector, Inc. In her
current role she leads Medical Affairs activities including: medical affairs strategy, scientific
communications, resource development, medical affair operations, and is the lead for the
MSL team. Prior to Alector, Stella worked in multiple roles in Medical Affairs at
Celgene/BMS, AstraZeneca and Novartis. Stella received her PhD in Molecular Biology with
a focus in Immunology from the University of Toledo.
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Craig M. Butt is Staff Application Scientist in the Cannabis, Environmental, Food &
Beverage division of SCIEX with over 20 years of mass spectrometry experience. While at
SCIEX he has developed methods for targeted screening of pesticides in cannabis, nontarget screening of pesticides in fruits & vegetables, PFAS in water using high resolution
accurate mass spectrometry, and qualitative profiling of natural products. He obtained his
Ph.D. in environmental chemistry at the University of Toronto where his thesis research
investigated the fate of poly- and perfluorinated organic compounds (PFAS) in biological
systems. He was a NSERC post-doctoral research fellow in the Nicholas School of the
Environment at Duke University, later becoming a research scientist in the department. His
research at Duke investigated the disruption of thyroid hormone regulating enzymes by
halogenated organic contaminants using in vitro assays, analytical method development of
phosphate-based flame retardant (PFR) urinary metabolites; PFR exposure in children and
adults; and measuring human PFAS exposure in serum, handwipes and wrist bands.
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Gonca Bulbul received her Ph.D. in analytical chemistry from Clarkson University in 2016
and performed postdoctoral training in food science at Cornell University. She specializes in
biomolecular interactions, biochemistry, biosensors and analytical chemistry. Currently, she
works as Field application scientist at Dynamic Biosensors representing the company in
the West Coast, USA. Dynamic Biosensors is a provider of instruments, consumables, and
services for the characterization of biomolecules and molecular interactions. The company is
headquartered in the south of Munich, Germany and runs offices in the United States.
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Massachusetts AWIS
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